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Goal of the Symposium
UMRAN is organizing this symposium to re-think identity and violence by bringing scholars from various countries
together in the academic milieu to encourage communication in the society and inspire humanity to achieve peace
and compassion.
UMRAN Green Perspective Foundation
The UMRAN Green Perspective Foundation is a registered non-profit organization founded by Rajeev Kumar to encourage
communication in society and inspire humanity to achieve peace and prosperity through its unique educational programs that
reimagine the world and foster respect for the environment. UMRAN aims to establish UMRAN Green School, drawing inspiration from
Walter Gropius’s Bauhaus School and Ibn Haldun’s concept of “Umran”. Preparations for laying down its foundation are underway at
Madhubani in Bihar, India. Umran initiated this dream project with the establishment of the SLY Library in the small city of Bihar, called
Jaynagar, on the January 10, 2020.
The UMRAN Green School currently operates online by providing free language courses for twelve languages as it brings people from
all walks of life together on one platform. This language program has been designed with a weekly “UMRAN Cultural Program” and
offers Hindi, English, Turkish, Arabic, German, French, Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, Persian, Korean, Russian, Italian, and Urdu, from A1 to
B2 level. Today almost 500 international students and 40 teachers are engaged in this language program from both rural and urban
areas.
Umran Academic Research Association (UARA)
UARA, founded by Rajeev Kumar, draws its inspiration from the teaching of Professor Bruce B Lawrence, that is the barzakh logic, and
the green perspective of UMRAN (a sustainable approach that values the environment). This academic project is organized in thematic
networks focused on rethinking identity and understanding the environment, history, literature, and philosophy, as well as on
practising to encourage communication in society and inspire humanity to achieve peace, compassion, and prosperity.
Jamia Millia Islamia (University), India
Jamia Millia Islamia is a central university located in New Delhi, India. Originally established at Aligarh, United Provinces (present-day
Uttar Pradesh, India), during the British Raj in 1920, it moved to its current location in Okhla in 1935. It was given the deemed status by
the University Grants Commission in 1962. On December 26, 1988, it became a central university.
The EFL University, Regional Campus, Shillong, India
Nestled among the pines in one of the most scenic cities of North-East India, one of the Regional Campuses of The English and Foreign
Languages University (EFLU), a central university, was established, at Shillong, in 1973, as the Central Institute of English and Foreign
Languages (CIEFL), the North-East Campus, one year after Meghalaya achieved Statehood. The aim of establishing this Campus was to
cater to the linguistic and research needs of the region as well as to provide quality teacher-training. The Campus offers courses in B.A.
English (Hons.), B.A. (Journalism and Mass Communication), M.A. (English Literature), M.A. (English) Cafeteria, M.A. (Linguistics), M.A.
(Journalism and Mass Communication), and Ph.D. programmes in English Literature, Linguistics and English Language Education, along with
Certificate, Diploma and Advanced Diploma courses in the French, German, Russian and Spanish languages.
Ibn Haldun University, Istanbul, Turkey
The Ibn Haldun University (IHU) is a foundation university founded by Türgev. It was opened in 2015 and started education in the
Academic Year 2017-2018 at the South Campus in Başakşehir, Istanbul, Turkey. Its motto is Intellectual Independence. Instruction
started in the 2017-2018 academic year with 215 undergraduates, (150 from Turkey and 65 from abroad.) Over 250 graduate
students are also enrolled in various IHU departments, plus another 100 from more than forty countries who have already been
pursuing their studies in the Department of Civilization Studies under the Alliance of Civilizations Institute.
The Ibn Haldun Campus, also known as the northern campus, was built in a location close to Fatih Terim Stadium in Başakşehir,
taking the Ottoman madrasah architecture as an example. 75% of the students are planned to be graduate (master and doctorate)
students.Education has started in the following faculties within IHU: Faculty of Law, Faculty of Islamic Sciences, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Faculty of Education Communication, Faculty of Management. Preparations continue for the establishment of the
Faculty of Architecture and Fine Arts. Education languages in IHU; It is in Turkish, Arabic and English. It is imperative to learn these
languages. Apart from this, Western languages such as German, Spanish, Russian and French, Eastern languages such as Chinese
and Malay are also taught as elective. 30% of IHU students are international students. Turkish preparatory education is given to
international students. All undergraduate students study with full scholarship and they are provided with dormitory opportunities.
Additional scholarships are offered to students who make degrees according to their success. It offers English language education
and academic education opportunities abroad to successful students according to their degree of success.

Identity, Violence, and Woman
Identity is an ambiguous and slippery term (Buckingham, 2008). Identity can mark both similarities and differences and
is used in many different contexts for many different purposes. The term explains what we share with other people
(Buckingham, 2018); thus, it can be understood more easily when put into parochial contexts such as national identity,
gender identity, cultural identity, and more. Identity is prominent in peaceful conditions, but even more during the
presence of conflict. Miriam Cooke’s Dancing in Damascus elaborates how identity can keep many people on the
ground during the time of suppression. She tells the story of how the artists and intellectuals present to the world the
resilience of revolutionary resistance. Their creative response to emotional and physical violence with the works of art
is not merely a reflection of emotions but also an act to keep the revolution alive.
Indeed, memory is an essential element of identity building and perseverance of its existence. However, the term can
be problematic as a person may hold more than one different identity and is obliged to accept certain values or
behave following certain ways. Not only that these values can clash and cause conflict within one’s self, but differences
of identities among groups may also trigger conflict and violence. Within this term, identity shall be understood as a
ground or basis for social or political action (Brubaker & Cooper, 2000).
Allen and Anderson (2017) mentioned that the most common scientific definition for violence is an extreme form of
aggression that has serious physical harm as its goal. However, in order for an action to be claimed as violent, it does
not necessarily involve harm. The attempt or intention to harm is enough to claim whether the action is violence. In
this context, aggression and violence are very much connected. Violence is an instance of aggression, and while all
violence is part of aggression, not all aggression can be considered violence. Indeed, the subject is closely attached to
identity. Amartya Sen (2006) even went so far as to claim that most of the conflicts that emerge in our contemporary
world arise from the problem of identity, the notion of who they are, which group they belong to, and how these
define themselves as the opposition of others. The tendency to see one another as opposition brings a new
dimension of identity, for example, religion, as the cause of conflict. Bruce B Lawrence (2020) also mentions that a
competitive relation between two religious groups can be based on a zero-sum game: the victory of one group means
the loss to the other. Here, religion does not only function as faith but also ideology. He later emphasizes that the
relationship between the majority and the minority in a country is very prominent in this matter. Although it is difficult
to reach the highest degree of equality, the government should work more on creating a more transparent and
accessible notion of citizenship. Because to reach equality is, most of the time, the most pragmatic goal of minority
groups. And if it is not achieved, the consequence may be destructive.
It is not always men who fight. When it comes to who does the violent activities, we are encouraged to evaluate
women’s position as well. The easiest way to do this is to look at how women are also attracted to radicalization. Study
shows that women with the background of poor and uneducated are more vulnerable to join radical groups and
practice violent behaviour (Badran, 2006). However, is it only a certain grievance that encourages women to act
violently? How much does identity have a portion of influencing women to involve in violent radical groups? Attempting
to understand this matter, this symposium is to bring well-accomplished female scholars to talk about identity,
violence, and their connection to the increasing participation of violent behaviour from women.
The Symposium will also cover the following areas (sub-themes):
(1) Gender and Violence
(2) Reconstruction of Identity and the Self through and
against Violence
(3) Violence and Narrative/Artistic Representations
(4) Violence and the Psyche/Psychologism
(5) Forms of Violence and their Politics
(6) Violence and the Dispensation of Justice
(7) Rethinking Gender Violence: Women Sexuality, and
Violence

(8) Gender Violence in the Technical Age
(9) Sexual Violence in Commercial Advertisements, Media, and
Cinema
(10) Women identity in Media and Cinema
(11) Gender and Sexual Violence: The Cultural Industry
(12) Women’s Identity and Violence at Home and in the Society
(13) Gender and Cultural Values
(14) Identity, Violence, and Woman in the Civilizational
Context
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Panellists
Dr. Mousumi G Banerjee
Dr. Banerjee is Associate Professor and Head, Department of English Literature, The EFL University, Regional Campus,
Shillong, Meghalaya, India. She has been a Fulbright-Nehru Postdoctoral Research Fellow and a Visiting Scholar (20192020), at Amherst College, Amherst, Massachusetts, USA. She is also an Associate with the Indian Institute of Advanced
Study (IIAS), Shimla, India. Her research interests include literary theories, postmodern criticisms, Western philosophy, text,
language, and hermeneutics, poetic language, women’s writing and writings about women and film criticism.
Dr. Bruce B Lawrence
Dr. Lawrence is Professor Emeritus of Religion at Duke University, USA, and Visiting Professor at the Department of
Civilizations Studies, Ibn Haldun University; Nancy and Jeffrey Marcus Humanities Distinguished Professor Emeritus of
Religion. His research domains include the Comparative Study of Religious Movements, Institutional Islam (especially in Asia),
Indo- Persian Sufism, the Religious Masks of Violence, Contemporary Islam as Abrahamic Faith and Religious Ideology.
Dr. Heba Raouf Ezzat
Dr. Raouf is Professor at the Department of Civilizations Studies and the Department of Political Science and International
Relations, Ibn Haldun University, Istanbul Turkey. Her research domains include comparative political theory, changing
maps of citizenship and urban sociology.
Dr. miriam cooke
Dr. Cooke is Braxton Craven Professor of Arab Cultures at Duke University, USA. Her research concerns Middle-Eastern
andArab world studies. She focuses on modern Arabic literature and critical reassessment of women’s roles in the public
sphere. She was educated in the United Kingdom, and is co-editor of the Journal of Middle East Women's Studies.
Dr. Farhat Nasreen
Dr. Nasreen is Professor of History and Honorary Director of the Centre for Jawaharlal Nehru Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia
(JMI), New Delhi, India, and the Managing Editor of the Journal of History and Sociology of South Asia of Sage Publications.
She taught the cadets at Indian Military Academy (IMA), Dehradun, before joining JMI in 1999. She has published 6 books
and many papers from reputed national and international publication houses. Her book: If History Has Taught Us Anything
has been converted into an audiobook as well. She has delivered over a hundred and thirty papers and invited talks. Her
current areas of interest are morality and ethics.
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